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You may have already heard that the Tri-Parish Council recently updated the parishes 

mission statement.  The mission is only 5 words.  Drawing all people into Christ. 

Our mission statement was inspired by a quote from Mere Christianity, by  

C. S. Lewis.  Lewis wrote: “The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to 

make them little Christs.  If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, 

even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time.  God became man for no other purpose.”  … to 

draw all people into Christ. 

You and I are the Church that Lewis speaks of.  And he said, we are wasting our time if 

our actions are not used to draw people to Christ. 

Last week I was in Appleton with a men’s group.  We had a guest join us this week.  Fr. 

Jim Kubicki, the president of the St. Francis Mission in South Dakota and a regular contributor 

on Relevant Radio. 

 Fr. Jim summarized for our group the retreat message he was giving in the Green Bay 

area last week and he closed our meeting with a prayer and blessing.  During his closing prayer 

Fr. Jim prayed “… and when we leave here this morning, help us draw the people we meet to 

Christ” Hearing that, my head snapped up.  I almost said out loud, “He just said our parishes’ 

new mission statement.” 

The word drawing in our mission statement is a powerful word.  Drawing isn’t some 

theory; it indicates action.  And with the help of the Holy Spirit: 

- we can draw people back to church, people who haven’t returned to church because of 

covid, so they can worship with us, and receive Jesus in the Eucharist again 

- we can draw people back to the faith, people who have fallen away from the faith, people 

who didn’t believe (or were not taught), that by leaving the faith, they left the Real 

Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist 

- we can draw people to Christ, people who haven’t heard the good news of eternal life that 

only comes through Jesus Christ 

Not on our own, but with the help of the Holy Spirit, we truly can draw people into Christ. 

When you think about the people you know, people who have not returned to church, 

people who have fallen away from the faith, or people who have no faith life, it shouldn’t be 

difficult to recognize our mission field. 
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In Matthew’s Gospel we read of Jesus, “At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved 

with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.  

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few.” 

Jesus wants you as his disciple and laborer. 

 A few weeks ago, we heard in the Sunday readings Jesus ask, “Who do you say that I 

am?”  I hope you’ve spent time thinking about that question.  To carry out the mission, you need 

a good answer to that question.  If you can answer the question, then you can share with others, 

what the draw is for Christ. 

 If we’re drawing people to Christ, what are we drawing people away from?  What is it 

that the world cannot provide? 

- Christ’s words are always honest and authentic … the world’s words are not 

- Christ’s wisdom is based on eternal truths … the world’s wisdom is not 

- Christ is forever faithful and committed to his Bride, the Church … the world is not 

- Out of true authentic love, Christ sacrificed and laid down his life for you … the world 

will not do that 

- Christ loves you for who you are … the world does not 

St. Teresa of Calcutta said,  

“There is more hunger in the world for love and appreciation than for bread.” 

 We should be drawn away from a dishonest and phony world, a world that speaks half-

truths.  We should be drawn away from a world of infidelity, from a world who does not love us 

for who we are.  We should be drawn to Christ. 

With an open heart, try to hear something in the readings or in the prayers at each Mass, 

something that can draw you closer to Christ.  What truths can draw a person to Christ from the 

scripture readings we heard today? 

 Regarding marriage, God tells us that man and woman complement each other, neither is 

complete without the other.  Men and women are different, but they are equal in dignity. 

 Jesus takes the opportunity in today’s gospel to affirm the permanence of marriage, as 

God originally intended from the beginning.  He points out the difference between man’s 

intention and God’s Will.  These are just two truths from today’s readings that draw me closer to 

Christ. 
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 Marriage, and every other form of discipleship, make significant demands on us – 

particularly, trust and openness.  In accepting our mission, we are taking a step into the 

unknown, it requires a profound act of trust … trust in ourselves, trust in each other, and most 

importantly trust in God. 

 


